
 
 

Year-End Conversations with Your Financial Advisor 

A Guide for Thoughtful Donors from Bainbridge Community Foundation 
 

PLAN WITH PURPOSE 
Why Year-End Conversations Matter 
As the year winds down, your charitable and financial decisions carry special weight. Before December 31, take time 
with your financial advisor to align your giving with your goals. A well-timed conversation can help you: 

• Maximize tax efficiency for 2025. 
• Support causes you care about most. 
• Create a legacy plan that extends your generosity beyond today. 

 
Topics to Explore Together 

1. Maximize Your Tax Efficiency 
Ask your advisor: 

• Should I itemize this year, or take the standard deduction? 
• Would bunching multiple years of gifts—or contributing to a Donor Advised Fund—help me optimize 

deductions? 
• Am I close to my AGI limits for charitable contributions? 
• Would donating appreciated stock or securities be more efficient than cash? 

Quick Tip: Gifts of stock made directly to charity avoid capital gains tax and may increase your deduction value. 
 

2. Make the Most of Retirement and Investment Assets 
Ask your advisor: 

• Could I make a Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) from my IRA this year? 
• Would it make sense to transfer appreciated assets now, while the market is strong? 
• How can my charitable goals align with year-end portfolio rebalancing? 

Note: If you’re age 70½ or older, you can give up to $105,000 directly from your IRA—tax-free—using a QCD. 
 

LOOK AHEAD WITH IMPACT 
3. Plan for the Future 

Ask your advisor: 
• How can charitable giving fit into my estate plan? 
• Would a bequest, beneficiary designation, or endowed fund reflect my long-term intentions? 
• Are there ways to involve my family in the next generation of giving? 

Your Legacy: Create a fund or endowment that carries your values forward, year after year. 
 



 

Your generosity, expertly guided. Your reach, limitless. 

4. Anticipate 2026 Tax Changes 
The 2017 Tax Cuts and Jobs Act is set to expire in 2026, which could reset standard deductions and tax rates. 
Ask your advisor: 

• Should I accelerate certain gifts before 2026? 
• Would establishing or adding to a Donor Advised Fund now help me plan ahead? 
• How will charitable giving fit within my 2025–2026 financial strategy? 

BCF can help you explore the timing and structure of your giving—so your generosity continues to work for you 
and your community. 

 
CONVERSATION CHECKLIST 
In summary, here are the key items to talk with your advisor about: 

� Identify appreciated assets you could give this year. 
� Review your itemized vs. standard deduction status. 
� Ask about bunching or DAF contributions. 
� Confirm eligibility for QCDs (if age 70½+). 
� Discuss tax implications of the 2026 changes. 
� Note local causes or funds you’d like to support. 
Note: BCF is happy to work alongside your advisor to design a giving strategy that fits you. 

 
How Bainbridge Community Foundation Can Help 
BCF partners with donors and their advisors to: 

• Receive gifts of cash, stock, or complex assets 
• Establish or grow Donor Advised, Designated, or Endowment Funds 
• Connect donors with local nonprofits and emerging needs 
• Provide illustrations and personalized giving scenarios 
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